Announcement

Dear users:

We plan to update HowNet data for you. The available duration is from May 1st to June 1st, 2010. Please contact support@keenage.com and reconfirm your liaison.

HowNet News

HowNet has greatly developed since the end of 2008, especially in recent 5 months.

1. Updating of HowNet basic data


a. Adding rich morphological and syntactic features to English lexicon, which can meet the requirement for English parsing and English-Chinese MT R&D.


b. Overall checking for the consistency of the data, which is conducted semi-automatically, but the final decision were all made by human.


c. Enlarging vocabulary, many new words and expressions have been added, such as “low carbon”, “stayvacation”, etc. The latest volume HowNet is shown below:


Chinese word & expression

100168


English word &expression

 96370


Chinese meaning



114985


English meaning



121042


Concept definition



 29868


Total record




191924

2. Development of Disambiguator of Chinese Syntactic Structures – VXY

The system can effectively determine a kind of ambiguous syntactic structure which are very frequently used in Chinese (V+N/V/A+的N/V). Users may visit http://hownet.kookge.com and try to test it.

3. Development of HowNet Inference Machine.

As the basis for sense colony testing, the system contains the following parts:


a. Sense Colony Construction: It is a tool for building large-scale sense colonies. Its prominently featured by its easily customized. Fig. 1 shows its interface.


b. Sense Colonies. 

They are based on 30000 concept definitions and specified with the need of the users. They are the basis of sense colony testing.

4. Development of System of Sense Colony Testing

The system is proved to be very effective tool for text clustering, text categorization, information filtering, word sense disambiguation, etc. Fig. 2 shows the sense colony testing count when the word “crane” denotes “bird”; and Fig. 3 shows the count when the word denotes “equipment”.

5. Development of HowNet-based English-Chinese MT System , Beta version 

The MT system adopts HowNet as its linguistic data, thus it has very strong semantic power. The semantic roles are taken as the language level of transfer between two languages. 
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Fig. 1
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Fig. 2
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Fig. 3

